
Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia”



Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia” Welcome & Purpose
Daphene Blackmon
Georgia Transfer Articulation Cooperative Services 
(GATRACS)
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Mark Peevy, Executive Director for Secondary Education Initiatives, TCSG

The New
Move On When Ready 

Dual Enrollment Program
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Why the Changes?

• Too many different programs with different regulations/ 
guidelines/funding sources/ etc.

• Eliminate the confusion for counselors, parents, students, and 
administrators

• A need for equal funding for all dual students no matter what college 
course they were taking

• A need to simplify and speed up the payment process for students and 
colleges

• Too many different dual enrollment course listings
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2015 Legislation

Both SB 2 and SB 132 are effective as of July 1, 2015

 SB 132 – Move On When Ready (MOWR) Program
• High school students may enroll while in 9th – 12th grades
• Earn dual credit
• Wide range of courses 

 SB 2 – New High School Graduation Option
• Students complete at least the following state required high school courses or their equivalent: 

• Complete an associate degree, technical diploma or two technical certificate programs in a career 
pathway and all training prerequisites for any state, national, or industry occupational certifications 
or licenses required to work in the field

• Awarded a high school diploma and a college credential(s)

1 health and PE course  
2 English
2 math
2 science
2 social studies 
(any associated End of Course (EOC) tests for each) 
Note: Only public school students participating in MOWR are required to take EOC tests. 
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Accel
HOPE Grant Dual Enrollment
Old Move On When Ready

The New
Move On When Ready 

(MOWR) Program

Program Goals:
• Simplify three programs into one program
• Expand dual enrollment opportunities for students
• Full time or part time attendance 
• Expanded grade levels to include all 9th – 12th graders
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MOWR Secondary Benefits
• Expanded course offerings

• Courses can be taught on either the high school or college 
campuses 

• Qualified secondary educators can teach both secondary and 
postsecondary courses.

• Secondary Educators must meet college instructional credential 
requirements

• Must be an agreement between the secondary and post secondary 
institutions 

• High Schools keep all FTE funding

• Transportation Grants available 
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MOWR Review

The New Move On When Ready 
Program (SB 132)

• High school students may enroll in 
eligible participating postsecondary 
institutions while in 9th – 12th grades

• Earn dual credit

• May take any course - Academic and 
CTAE courses from the MOWR course 
directory

or

• May enroll in a Program (Associate 
Degree, Diploma or Technical 
Certificate of Credit)

New High School Graduation Option (SB 2) 
Requirements include:

• Students complete at least the following 
state required high school courses or their 
equivalent: two English, two math, two 
science, two social studies, and any required 
EOC tests; one health and PE course 

• Complete an associate degree, technical 
diploma or two certificates in one specific 
career pathway that lead to industry 
certification or license. 

• Awarded a high school diploma and college 
credential(s)
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Pennie Strong
Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC)
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Move On When Ready 

FY 2016 Regulations and Eligibility

Pennie Strong
Vice President, Student Aid Services

July 2015
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Agenda

• Goals

• Eligibility

• Course Options

• Application

• Awards
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New Dual 
Enrollment Program

Accel
HOPE Grant Dual 
Enrollment
Move On When Ready

Move On 
When 
Ready 

(MOWR)

Effective July 1, 2015 (FY 2016)
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MOWR Action
• MOWR Implementation team began meeting April 2, 2015

- Collaboration upon a variety of state agencies and entities

• SB 132 signed into law on April 30, 2015
• SB 2 signed into law on April 30, 2015
• MOWR Program Regulations for FY 2016 approved on May 1, 

2015 by Georgia Student Finance Commission's Board of 
Commissioners

• Training opportunities began June 2, 2015
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MOWR Program Goals
• Simplify three programs into one program
• Expand dual enrollment opportunities

- Eligible high school students
• Expand  the approved postsecondary courses eligible 

for dual credit enrollment 
- More than degree level core courses

• Expand the terms available for dual enrollment
- Summer Term during high school 
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MOWR Dual Enrollment
• Students are pursuing a high school diploma
• Students are pursing postsecondary (college) credit
• Earned credit listed on high school transcript and college transcript



Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia”

MOWR and HOPE and Zell Miller 
Scholarship

• Initial academic eligibility
– Core courses are included in the student’s HOPE high school GPA 

for HOPE Scholarship and Zell Miller Scholarship eligibility 
determinations

– Core coursework taken as dual enrollment meets Academic Rigor 
requirements and are given a weight of 0.5.
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Impact on HOPE and Zell Miller 
Scholarships and Grants Eligibility
• Postsecondary level eligibility

– Dual Credit Hours paid for by MOWR are not counted toward 
the Attempted Hours or Combined Attempted Hours limit for 
HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship at the postsecondary level

– Dual Credit Hours paid for by MOWR are not counted toward 
the Paid Hours or Combined Paid Hours limit for HOPE and Zell 
Miller Grant and Scholarship at the postsecondary level
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MOWR Eligible Students
• All students attending public or private high schools in Georgia 

or a home study program operated in accordance with O.C.G.A. 
20-2-690(c)

• Enrolled at a participating high school or home school program
• Sign an advisement form with the high school or home study 

program
- May use GaDOE’s Student Participation Agreement 

(checklist)
• Available during all four years of high school enrollment ( 9th, 

10th, 11th and 12th grades)
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MOWR Eligible Students
• No residency requirement
• Meet admissions requirements and deadlines at 

participating postsecondary institution
• Admitted as a Dual Credit Enrollment (MOWR) student at a 

participating postsecondary Institution
• May attend more than one postsecondary institution at a 

time and receive awards at both
• Maintain satisfactory academic progress
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MOWR Eligible High School Criteria
• Georgia public high schools 

• Georgia private high schools

• Home study programs within the State of Georgia operated in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. 20-2-690(c)

- Submit a State of Georgia Home Study Program Declaration of 
Intent Form to GaDOE for the academic year
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MOWR Eligible High School Responsibilities
• Provide general MOWR information no later than February 1 

of each year to eligible high school students and parents

• Provide MOWR information to each eighth grade public 
school student at the time of developing the individual 
graduation plan

• Provide academic counseling 

• Obtain written consent from parent

• Record on the student’s high school transcript dual credit 
earned
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MOWR Eligible Postsecondary Institutions
• Postsecondary institutions eligible to participate in Georgia’s 

state student financial aid programs

• Admissions requirements may not be different from the 
requirements for other high school students

• Admissions requirements do not have to the same as for 
traditional freshmen

• Institutions may determine programs/majors and courses to 
be offered for MOWR
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MOWR Eligible Postsecondary 
Institution Requirements

• Postsecondary institutions must inform MOWR applicants of 
educational costs

• Provide academic advisement

• Accept MOWR tuition, mandatory fee and book award as full 
payment for these costs 

• Provide an academic transcript each term of MOWR 
enrollment to the student’s high school
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MOWR Participation Agreements
• To participate, must submit an annual participation 

agreement to GSFC

- Eligible postsecondary institutions

- Georgia public high schools 

- Georgia private high schools

- Home study programs operated in accordance with 
O.C.G.A. 20-2-690(c)
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MOWR Participation Agreements
• Information and Submission

- Participation Agreements (pdf) are on GAcollege411.org and originally 
provided in Dear Colleague Letters:

• 2016-02 Implementation for Eligible High Schools 
• 2016-03 Implementation for Eligible Postsecondary Institutions
• Letter sent to Georgia Home School Education Association 

- Submit by July 1 (ASAP) (email, fax or mail to GSFC)
- Until the Participation Agreement is received STARS and SURFER will 

display a list of applications only
- Once the Participation Agreement is received, student applications can 

be accessed and processed
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MOWR Course Options
• While pursuing high school graduation or home study 

completion requirements
- Approved courses include

• Degree level and non-degree level
• Core courses in English, math, science, social studies, 

and foreign language
• Career, technical, agricultural and elective courses
• Online and transient courses

- Program available all four years of high school
- Program available year round, including Summer Term
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MOWR Course Options
• Earn a high school diploma (SB 2)

⁻ Student must complete required courses as listed on the GaDOE High 
School Required Course list: two English, two math, two science, and 
two social studies, the associated end of course tests for each, and one 
PE and health course
• Note:  Course(s) may be taken through MOWR

⁻ Enroll at a participating postsecondary institution and earn 
and complete one of the following:

• Associate degree
• Technical diploma
• Two certificate programs within one specific career pathway

⁻ The high school must award a high school diploma
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MOWR Course Options
• All approved courses are listed on the MOWR Course 

Directory
- Located on GAcollege411’s MOWR webpage

• Students may select postsecondary credit courses listed by 
participating postsecondary institutions 

• Course Directory is updated weekly
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• Fall, Spring and Summer semesters
• Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer quarters
• Current terms available for applications:

- Fall 2015 (FY 2016)
- Spring 2016 (FY 2016)
- Winter 2016 (FY 2016)
- Summer will be added later in Fall

MOWR Application
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participation agreement for the year ending
− Summer 2016 requires a 2015-16 (FY 2016)Participation Agreement

• For invoicing purposes, Summer term is considered the 
header term 
− Summer 2016 invoices part of FY 2017

MOWR Application
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Summer Term Notes
• Summer term at the end of senior year is not covered

• The course credit must be included on the high school/home 
study transcript to be considered for MOWR and the term of 
enrollment is during high school 

• Example: Summer postsecondary term starts May 10 high 
school graduation is May 18 

- The summer term course is not needed for high school graduation 
requirement and not during the high school period of enrollment; 
therefore, not covered in MOWR

- Hours would count towards HOPE Scholarship Attempted Hours
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• Paper version – eligible home study students and students 
with no social security number

• Online version - eligible public and private high school 
• Three part application (similar to Accel application)

- Student/Parent completes Section A
- High School/Home Study completes Section B
- Postsecondary Institution completes Section C

MOWR Application
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MOWR Application
Application Deadlines

Fall semester or quarter October 1
Winter quarter or Spring semester or quarter March 1

Summer semester or quarter May 15

• All three sections of the application must be completed 
and submitted to GSFC by deadlines
- Institutions may have earlier deadlines

• High Schools must report to the State Board of Education
- Initial enrollment after October 1 but prior to November 17
- Final enrollment after March 1 but prior to May 1
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MOWR Awards

Tuition
• Public Institutions:  standard undergraduate tuition rate up 

to 15 hours per institution
• Private Institutions:  $250 per semester hour or $187 per 

quarter hour (up to 15 semester hours and 12 quarter 
hours per term) or standard tuition whichever is less 

Mandatory Fees
• $50.00 per term, semester or quarter
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• $25 per semester hour up to 15 hours
• $15 per quarter hour up to 12 hours
• The postsecondary institution must provide the required 

book(s) for the enrolled course(s) of the MOWR student
• Provide at no cost to the student
• Books may be provided in a variety of ways 
• Postsecondary Institutions may charge for a lost or 

damaged book owned by the institution
- Lost or damaged book charged to the student – the cost of the 

book minus the book allowance amount or $75 whichever is 
less

MOWR Awards
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MOWR Program Definitions
Mandatory Fees
• Means Non-Course Related Fees charged by an Eligible 

Postsecondary Institution to all students regardless of program of 
study, enrolled courses, or admission status. For example, 
Mandatory Fees may include the following:  instructional support 
and technology fees, application and registration fees, deposits, 
student activity fees, student accident insurance, health fees, 
athletic fees, and campus transportation fees. 

• MOWR will provide a $50 award for Mandatory Fees per term.
The Eligible Postsecondary Institution cannot charge the student 
any additional Mandatory Fee costs.
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• Means fees or supply items required for participation in a specific 

course and all students enrolled in the specific course are required to 
purchase or pay a fee for such items. Course Related Fees or Supplies 
may include: lab fees, materials, supplies, tools, and 
equipment. Course Related Fees or Supplies do not include books.

• MOWR will not provide for course related fees.  

The Eligible Postsecondary Institution can charge the student 
Course Related Fees or Supplies or require the student to 
have the required course related items.

MOWR Program Definitions
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Non-Course Related Fees
• Means fees that are charged by an Eligible Postsecondary Institution to 

students regardless of enrollment status and are not charged to every 
student. Non-Course Related Fees do not include fees that are optional to a 
student such as parking fees, graduation fees, etc.  If an Eligible 
Postsecondary Institution charges these to all students then the fees are 
considered mandatory. Room and board fees, charges or deposits; meal 
plans costs; and charges or fines incurred due to actions by the student such 
as: parking tickets, library fines, late fees or lost or damaged book charges 
are not included in Non-Course Related Fees.  

• MOWR will not provide funds to the Eligible Postsecondary Institution for 
Non-Course Related Fees.  

The Eligible Postsecondary Institution cannot charge the student 
any Non-Course Related Fees.

MOWR Program Definitions
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MOWR FY 2016 Term Invoicing

• July 15 - Year-End Reconciliation Deadline
• August 15 - Return of Funds Deadline
• Dear Colleague Letter 2016-01 communicates invoice and 

reconciliation deadlines

All State Scholarship & Grant Programs

Term Invoice Deadline 

Fall February 17, 2016
Winter April 21, 2016
Spring June 8, 2016
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Upcoming - MOWR Transportation Grant
• Participating Public High Schools eligible to apply

- September 30, 2015 – GSFC will release the Request for 
Transportation Grant Application 

- November 30, 2015 – Application Packets from high schools 
due to GSFC 

- January 29, 2016 – GSFC will notify those Participating 
Public High Schools that applied

- Awarded public high schools will be required to sign a  
transportation agreement
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- February 2016 High schools should incorporate the MOWR 

Transportation Grant Award in their planning for the 
Academic Year 2016-2017 and communicate to parents and 
students the opportunities and available transportation

- Disbursement of funds
• Fall Semester 2016 – August, 2016
• Spring and Summer Semesters 2017 – January, 2017

Upcoming - MOWR Transportation Grant
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Questions?
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Contact Us
Pennie Strong

770-724-9014 or pennies@gsfc.org

800.505.GSFC

MOWR Participation Agreements Information: SAS@gsfc.org
Regulations Questions : ProgramAdmin@gsfc.org
MOWR Invoice Assistance: OandD@gsfc.org

mailto:SAS@gsfc.org
mailto:ProgramAdmin@gsfc.org
mailto:OandD@gsfc.org
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Daphene Blackmon
Georgia Transfer Articulation Cooperative Services 
(GATRACS)
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How to add a course to the MOWR 
Course Listing

• Contact the MOWR point person at the institution
• Links to all contacts will be on the GATRACS website
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GATRACS MOWR Approval Process

Initiate request through GATRACS Approval Process

USG Ind. CollegesTCSG

DOE Point Person

DOE Program Manager

USG Student Affairs

Approves
/Denies

Approves
/Denies

GATRACS

Approves
/Denies

Downloads TXT file from FTP server and 
sends to GSFC

TCSG System Office
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GATRACS Workflow Approval Process
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MOWR Course Listing on GACollege411
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Choosing a MOWR Course Match
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Using MOWR Generic High School Courses 
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Using MOWR Generic High School Courses
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Using MOWR Generic High School Courses
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Lunch
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Advisement

Gary Mealer 
Myrel Seigler 
Georgia Department of Education (GADOE) 
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The New
Move On When 
Ready 
Dual Enrollment 
Program

8/4/2015 56

Making it better for our future graduates!

Gary Mealer, Transition Career Partnership Coordinator 

Dr. Myrel Seigler, Program Manager, School 
Counseling/School Social Work

Georgia Department of Education
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Advisement
• Starts in elementary with career awareness activities
• One-on-one advisement at middle school during 

Individual Graduation Plan(IGP) development, as well 
in the development of the Transition Plan for Students 
with Disabilities

• Needs one-on-one on-going annual advisement at 
high school—annual and on-going to ensure 
completion of the IGP

• Needed with parents at both middle and high school 
levels

8/4/2015 57
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Middle School Advisement

• 6th and 7th grades- Career Related 
Assessments—the data collected 
through these assessments should 
be used to help in the development 
of the Individual Graduation Plan

• 8th grade—Develop Individual Graduation 
Plan and Transition Plan (if applicable)

• Discuss different Move on When Ready 
(MOWR) programs and post-secondary 
options available through the different 
MOWR programs

• Discuss MOWR college requirements and 
deadlines as well as to delineate the 
differences between USG and TCSG

• Collaborate/consult with the feeder high 
school to ensure consistent information 
and to complete any necessary 
paperwork that may be needed for 
participation

8/4/2015 58
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High School Advisement
• Discuss the different MOWR programs and the participation requirements for 

each through individual counseling, as well as through classroom guidance 
sessions

• College admission requirements and application deadlines should be 
discussed for the different institutions, i.e. USG, TCSG, and independent 
colleges and universities

• Explain possible impact on future college admission and HOPE eligibility 
based on the MOWR program that is chosen

• On-going advisement sessions should be held to update and review individual 
graduation plan and schedule high school courses accordingly

• Ensure all state and local high school requirements for a MOWR program 
have been met by the student in order for participation

• Establish a timeline for MOWR future advisement sessions to determine 
program status, select courses and complete the MOWR Applications needed 
for each semester of participation

8/4/2015 59



Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia”

Required Enrollment

• Student must be enrolled full time
1) Combination of high school and MOWR courses
2) Full time MOWR student (12-15+ credit hours)
3) Enrolled in the total number of courses to meet the six FTE reporting 

segments guidelines

8/4/2015 60
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Withdrawal Process From MOWR Courses

I. Before withdrawing certain actions must occur
a) Must contact high school counselor
b) Counselor and parent should have communication
c) Student contact Postsecondary Institution MOWR representative
d) Student withdraws from course 

II. After withdrawal and if student drops below number of required segments, 
the student will return to high school to make up that portion of the school 
day

III. Additional advisement session may be required to update

individual graduation plan

8/4/2015 61
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8/4/2015 62

Student Sign off Form 
Page 1
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Student Sign off Form 
Page 2
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Counselor Resources and Information for MOWR

• Have all the information in one location—
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx
Or 
• Links available on middle school and high school counselor 

resource page--counselor.gadoe.org

8/4/2015 64

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx
http://www.counselor.gadoe.org/


Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia”

Steps for Counselors to Consider

During the advisement sessions with students and parents to discuss Move on 
When Ready(MOWR), counselors should consider the following:
• The high school has agreed to participate in the MOWR program
• The student has selected the option that will best meet their needs and interest 

to complete high school graduation requirements based on their Individual 
Graduation Plan and Transition Plan(if applicable)

• The student has taken the necessary test for admission to the post-secondary 
institution(s) of choice

• The student has applied to and been accepted by the post-secondary institution
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Steps for Counselors to Consider (cont.)
• The student and parent have completed the Student Participation Agreement 

Form
• The student has completed their section of the MOWR application provided 

through Georgia Student Finance Commission
• A timeline for status checks has been established between the counselor and 

student/parent to ensure the student is making adequate progress toward 
completing their IGP
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Contact Information
Myrel A. Seigler, Ed.D.  
mseigler@doe.k12.ga.us
Program Manager, School Counseling/School 
Social Work

404-657-8324, Office
404-904-5594, Cell

Gary Mealer                 
gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us
Transition Career Partnership/JROTC Program 
Specialist
Office (404) 463-8197 or 706-695-8725

mailto:mseigler@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us
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Panel discussion 
University System of Georgia (USG)
Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG)
Georgia Independent College Association (GICA)
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Postsecondary 
Advisement
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Admission Process and 
Requirements
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Selecting a College
• In Georgia, students have a number of postsecondary options:

• Private/independent colleges and universities
• TCSG colleges 
• USG colleges and universities

• It is important for students to select a college or university that will be a good fit and 
will help them reach their education goals.  

• Some considerations:
• Courses and programs offered (MOWR Course Directory + GATRACS)
• Location and/or availability of online courses
• Enrollment and student to faculty ratio
• Admission requirements

• GAcollege411/GA Futures provides resources to help students research GA colleges
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University System of Georgia
• The University System is comprised of 30 colleges and 

universities:
• 4 Research Universities
• 4 Comprehensive Universities
• 10 State Universities
• 12 State Colleges

• Institution profiles and websites can be accessed at 
www.usg.edu/inst/ or on GAcollege411/GA Futures. 

• Online course options for dual enrollment.

• Residential academies:
• The Georgia Academy at Middle Georgia State 

University in Cochran.
• The Advanced Academy at the University of West 

Georgia in Carrollton.

http://www.usg.edu/inst/
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Admission Requirements - USG

The BOR sets minimum admission requirements for the USG colleges and 
universities.  

• Minimum SAT score of 970 (CR + Math) or 20 ACT Composite

• Exemption of all learning support requirements 

• Minimum cumulative high school GPA of 3.0 as calculated by the institution for 
admission purposes

• Evidence on the high school transcript that the student is on-track for high 
school graduation and meeting the USG Required High School Curriculum 
(RHSC) (Staying on Course).

• A completed Student Participation Agreement is required for all students  
applying to participate in MOWR. 

http://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/documents/Staying_on_Course.pdf
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beyond the minimums provided by the BOR.

• Institutions may not have different requirements for MOWR and non-MOWR 
Dual Enrollment students.

• Institutions may set different requirements for specific DE programs as long 
as MOWR and non-MOWR students have the same requirements.

• Students must satisfy immunization requirements.

• USG institution MOWR/Dual Enrollment requirements may be accessed at 
http://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/students/mowr_dual_admission. 

Admission Requirements - USG

http://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/students/mowr_dual_admission
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• The Move on When Ready law does not provide a citizenship or Georgia 

residency requirement.

• 5 USG institutions may only admit those students verified to be lawfully present 
in the US: 

• Georgia College and State University

• Georgia Institute of Technology

• Georgia Regents University

• Georgia State University

• University of Georgia

• Additional information on the lawful presence requirement can be found online 
at www.usg.edu/student_affairs/students/verification_of_lawful_presence

Admission Requirements - USG

http://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/students/verification_of_lawful_presence
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USG MOWR/DE Points of Contact

www.usg.inst.directories/move_on_when_ready_contacts

http://www.usg.inst.directories/move_on_when_ready_contacts
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Technical College System of Georgia 

• Albany Tech

• Athens Tech

• Atlanta Tech

• Augusta Tech

• Central Georgia Tech

• Chattahoochee Tech

• Columbus Tech

• Costal Pines Tech

• Georgia Northwestern Tech

• Georgia Piedmont Tech

• Gwinnett Tech 

• Lanier Tech

• North Georgia Tech

• Oconee Fall Line Tech

• Ogeechee Tech

• Savannah Tech

• South Georgia Tech

• Southeastern Tech

• Southern Crescent Tech

• Southern Regional Tech

• West Georgia Tech

• Wiregrass Georgia Tech
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Three Types of Credentials - TCSG

Technical Certificate of Credit (TCC) 
8 weeks to 1 year - full time

Professional Diploma 
Usually 1 to 1 ½ years - full time

Associate Degree 
Usually 2 years - full time

A TCSG EDUCATION 100% GUARANTEE -If an employer finds a graduate
to be deficient in a TCSG-taught competency within two years of graduation,
then the TCSG will retrain the graduate at no cost to anyone.  
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A TCSG Education

• Small classes, hands-on learning, close 
instructor attention

• Enhanced articulation – credits that transfer to 
USG, private and independent colleges

• Online learning opportunities

• Flexible class schedules - day and evening 
courses

• Local and statewide articulation agreements

• Faculty are SACS accredited and industry 
experienced

• 2012 – 5,111

• 2013 – 7,130

• 2014 – 8,765

• 2015 – 11,720

Statewide Student
TCSG Dual Enrollment:
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Process:

• Sign up with Technical College’s       
High School Coordinator

• Take assessment (if no available 
ACT/SAT scores)

• Complete Admissions Paperwork

• Application deadlines will vary by 
institution

• Register and Begin Classes!

Requirements for MOWR:

• Eligible 9th – 12 grade student

• Minimum acceptable placement 
scores - ASSET/Compass/ACT or SAT 
scores may be used

• Written consent of parent/guardian 
if the student is a minor 

• A completed Student Participation 
Agreement
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Articulation Agreements

**AWARDING OF TRANSFER CREDIT IT IS UP TO THE COLLEGE 
FOR WHICH THE STUDENT IS APPLYING TO.
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TCSG High School Coordinators

• At each TCSG college, most have more than one

• Help coordinated MOWR efforts with the high school, 
counselors, teachers, administrators, etc.

• Assist students in making the psychological transition/self 
confidence

• Help you with tours, workshops, etc.

• Present at Parent Night, PTSA meetings, etc.

• Provide postsecondary information
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TCSG High School Coordinators
www.tcsg.edu
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Georgia Independent Colleges

Georgia Independent College 
Association:

• 1 Two-year College

• 14 Four-year 
Colleges/Universities

• Faith-based Colleges/Universities

• Most participating 
colleges/universities have 
multiple sites
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Selecting a College - Independent

Fast Facts About Georgia’s Private Colleges

• Educate more than 75,000 students

• 55% of students are non-white

• 46% of students are Pell Grant recipients

• 98% of freshmen receive some form of financial aid

• Offer on-campus and on-line courses for MOWR students
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“Creating A More Educated Georgia” Private college participation list and MOWR details found at 
http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr

Selecting a College - Independent

http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr
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Admission Requirements - Independent

• Institutional admission requirements vary across 
institutions

• Institutions may include an age and/or grade 
requirement for dual enrollment admission.

• MOWR/Dual Enrollment admission for each institution 
can be accessed from the GICA website at 
http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr

http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr
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Documentation and Application Process

• All institutions require their own admission application

• All institutions require the Student Participation Agreement 
signed by the student, parent/guardian and high school 
counselor

• All institutions require supporting documentation to 
determine eligibility.  Contact the institution to find out what 
they require

• Application deadlines will vary by institution.
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College Life Expectations
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Eligibility vs. Readiness

• Maturity level

• Academic rigor of college classes

• Choosing a class with a certain major in mind

• Initiative in college classes vs. high school
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Looking Beyond GPA to Assess Readiness

• Disorganized

• Perfectionist

• Easily overwhelmed

• Unassertive 

• Unwilling to ask for help

• Procrastinator

• High need parents
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Expectations Regarding Student Behavior

• Academic integrity

• Cell phone use

• Mandatory student events and trainings

• Importance of syllabus
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Expectations Regarding Student Behavior

• Attendance requirements

• Interactions with college professors vs high school 
teachers

• Between professors and students
• Between professors and parents
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College and University Contacts

• Independent college and university contacts –
http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr

• Technical College System contacts –
https://tcsg.edu/fordualcredit.php

• University System Contacts -
http://www.usg.edu/inst/directories/move_on_when_ready_co
ntacts/

http://www.georgiacolleges.org/media/mowr
https://tcsg.edu/fordualcredit.php
http://www.usg.edu/inst/directories/move_on_when_ready_contacts/
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Daphene Blackmon
Georgia Articulation Cooperative Services (GATRACS)
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What is GATRACS
The Georgia Transfer Articulation Cooperative Services is a partnership between the following agencies:
• University System of Georgia (USG)
• Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG)
• Georgia Independent College Association (GICA)
• Georgia Department of Education (GADOE)
• Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC)

How does GATRACS help Georgia students?
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Transfer Portal

Access GATRACS through 
GAcollege411
Students use the same log in 
credentials for GAcollege411 and 
GATRACS 
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Transfer Portal

Use GATRACS to
• Build a student’s course history
• Include course credit from Georgia’s University System, Technical College and Independent institutions
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Transfer Portal

77 Georgia institutions represented | Over 2 million college credit transfer opportunities

Search for credit transfer opportunities
Compare results for two institutions side-by-side.

Access institution 
application information 
by clicking on the logo.

Build a student’s course history. View credit transfer opportunities for different institutions.

College 1 College 2
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Pennie Strong
Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC)
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MOWR Application Process 
with STARS / SURFER

Pennie Strong
Vice President, Student Aid Services
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Overview

• MOWR and GATRACS
• MOWR Course Directory

• MOWR Application
• STARS and SURFER: Managing MOWR Applications
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MOWR Approved Courses
• Georgia Transfer Articulation Cooperative Services (GATRACS), 

through a partnership with GSFC, GaDOE, USG, TCSG and private 
institutions, is the electronic workflow process used to submit course 
equivalencies for approval prior to inclusion in the MOWR Course 
Directory

• Participating postsecondary institutions submit course requests 
through GATRACS
‒ Requests are submitted to the appropriate GaDOE academic content area for 

comparability between specified high school and college courses

‒ Submissions must include the high school code used for alignment, college 
course syllabi, credit hours and course information

‒ Approved courses with the high school course numbers are sent to GATRACS

‒ Courses are incorporated into the MOWR Course Directory
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MOWR Course Directory

• Located on the MOWR webpage on GAcollege411.org

• All approved postsecondary courses and comparable 
high school courses to be used as the dual credit
‒ Directory lists each participating postsecondary institution 

‒ Once the college is selected, the drop-down box lists all 
approved courses for that participating institution

‒ Courses are listed by categories then alpha order by the 
postsecondary course number field
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MOWR Course Directory
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MOWR Course Directory
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MOWR Application
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MOWR Application
• Located on GSFC’s website: GAcollege411 on the MOWR webpage
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MOWR Application
• Located on MOWR webpage on GAcollege411
• Paper (pdf) version to be completed by home study 

students and students with no SSN
• Online version to be completed by eligible public and 

private high school students
• MOWR Applications are term specific

‒ Must submit an application for each postsecondary semester or 
quarter of participation in the MOWR Program

• Application provides for up to six courses per term
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MOWR Application 
• Application – Three Sections

‒ The MOWR Application is completed in three sequential steps
Section 1: The student completes a MOWR application at 

www.GAcollege411.org, online or prints the pdf version

Section 2: The participating high school or home study program 
must certify the student’s application and list the courses 
the student is planning to pursue for dual credit

Section 3: The participating postsecondary institution must certify 
the student’s application and approve the postsecondary 
courses for MOWR 

‒ Sequence applies to both the electronic and paper MOWR 
applications
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MOWR Application

• Complete applications must be submitted to GSFC 
either electronically, by mail or by email

• Application Deadline Dates 
– Fall semester or quarter October 1
– Winter quarter or Spring semester or quarter March 1
– Summer semester or quarter May 15
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MOWR Application

• Application Procedure with No SSN
‒ Students with no SSN must complete the paper application

‒ GSFC will assign a MOWR generated ID

‒ For future terms the student may complete the online 
MOWR application using the MOWR generated ID

‒ A list of all processed paper applications will be posted to 
SURFER

A list of all processed paper applications will be posted to SURFER
A list of all processed paper applications will be posted to SURFER
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STARS and SURFER
MOWR section
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STARS and SURFER Sign-in
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STARS Applications – Process New Applications
• Message:  If Participation Agreement is not yet received and processed by GSFC
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STARS Process New Applications
• To process applications:  search by specific student or 

click: Show All Applications link and click on student’s name
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STARS Process New Applications
• While processing applications, first select the term
• Change the term if needed
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STARS Process New Applications
• Student info is populated from Section 1.  High School completes 

remainder of application on STARS.
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STARS Process New Applications
• Enter high school courses using drop down which pulls from the MOWR 

Course Directory. Submit and it is sent electronically to the college.



Move on When Ready Training – Summer 2015

“Creating A More Educated Georgia”

SURFER – Process New Applications
• Message – If Participation Agreement is not yet received and processed by GSFC
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SURFER Process New Applications
• To process applications:  Chose term, Click on student’s name
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SURFER Process New Applications

• Campus field is new
• Use Notes Button to communicate to the high school of reason for reject(s)
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STARS Rejected/Disapproved Applications

• Check Notes for communication from the postsecondary institution of reason 
for reject(s)
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STARS Rejected/Disapproved Applications

• Change rejected course(s) to blank to remove from the application or 
• Select another course in the same course type field 
• Submit again to the postsecondary institution to approve
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STARS Application Status Report
• Check all applicants for a particular term
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STARS Application Status Report

• Note:  Rejected applications classified as Disapproved
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SURFER Application Status Report
• Check all applicants for a particular term or status
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SURFER Application Status Report
• Note: Rejected applications become Disapproved
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STARS and SURFER Email List 

• If a user would like to receive an email every time a student at the school does an 
application, enter your information.  If not, check your Process New Applications list 
periodically.
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Upcoming
• MOWR Course Directory to include a Search option by course 

within each postsecondary institution
• STARS and SURFER enhancements

‒ Selecting the term 
‒ SURFER: Application Status Report will include MOWR 

paper applications processed by GSFC, for invoicing 
purposes

• New Website: GAcollege411 will be replaced by GAfutures.org
• STARS and SURFER access will be through GAfutures

• Current access will no longer be available
• One sign-in to GAfutures will include your access to STARS 

or SURFER
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Questions?
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Contact Us
Pennie Strong – 770-724-9014 or pennies@gsfc.org

800.505.GSFC MOWR Participation 
Agreements Information:

SAS@gsfc.org
Regulations Questions :

ProgramAdmin@gsfc.org
MOWR Invoice Assistance:

OandD@gsfc.org

mailto:Sas@gsfc.org
mailto:ProgramAdmin@gsfc.org
mailto:OandD@gsfc.org
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Tracy Ireland
Sarah Wenham 
University System of Georgia (USG)
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Questions?
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